
 

PTC 2020-21: Module A Essay             ©The PTC UK 

MODULE A – PTC ESSAY ASSIGNMENT 
 
LEARNING OUTCOME: On completion of this assignment, students will have reviewed and 
discussed the current thinking on their chosen topic, and related it to their own piano teaching to 
the benefit of their teaching.   
 
DEADLINES:  
 

➢ Choice of title to be finalised in discussion with your Tutor on Sunday 22nd November 2020 
➢ Essay to be uploaded to your PTC Dropbox before 10pm on Sunday 14th February 2021 
➢ Two hard copies to be brought, together with any appendices, on Saturday 20th February 2021 

 

 

ESSAY ASSIGNMENT: Choose ONE title of interest and relevance to you and your teaching from the 
list below, to write a 3,000 word essay. Please write the entire title of your chosen essay, exactly 
as it appears under each number below, at the head of your work.   
 
 

ESSAY TITLES – CHOOSE ONE  
 

1. Discuss your choice of material for use with young beginners and/or adult beginners in the 

first year of learning. Your answer should include reference to the PTC Guiding Principles, and 

be related to your own teaching experience. 

 
2. Describe how, and in what order, you would approach the teaching of the fundamentals of 

your instrument or voice to a beginner who has no musical knowledge. Your answer should 

include reference to the PTC Guiding Principles, and be related to your own teaching 

experience. 

 
3. Discuss the various ways in which you would sustain the interest and musical motivation of 

your pupils during the initial years when they are assimilating the basic technical skills. Your 

answer should include reference to the PTC Guiding Principles, and be related to your own 

teaching experience. 

 
4. How would you introduce a new piece to a student? Make reference to exploring the notes, 

practising procedures and eventual memorization. Your answer should include reference to 

the PTC Guiding Principles, and be related to your own teaching experience. 

 
5. What importance do you attach to the use of technical exercises? Name and describe the 

exercises you might give a pupil during the various stages of his/her development, indicating 

the purpose of each exercise and the circumstances in which it would be most appropriate. 

Your answer should include reference to the PTC Guiding Principles, and be related to your own 

teaching experience. 

 
6. Discuss the place and relevance of musical improvisation in lessons and consider how its 

inclusion could impact on the development of the learner’s musical awareness and skill 

acquisition. Your answer should include reference to the PTC Guiding Principles, and be related 

to your own teaching experience. 
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7. Discuss some of the causes of un-rhythmic playing or singing and suggest some remedies. 

Your answer should include reference to the PTC Guiding Principles, and be related to your own 

teaching experience. 

 
8. Discuss your approach to the development of technique in the early stages of learning your 

instrument. Your answer should include reference to the PTC Guiding Principles, and be related 

to your own teaching experience. 

 
NB: Please refer to the Guidelines for Writing Assignments and Assignment Regulations in your 
Handbook, and complete and attach the Assignment Submission Front Page Checklist to your 
work.  


