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SING then PLAY

Singing helps hearing.  
Hearing helps playing,  

especially playing by ear,  
or playing by heart 
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Swing low,    Sweet chariot,     Comin’ for to carry me home 
           I                   I                  I                                  V 

Swing low,   sweet chariot,       Comin’ for to carry me home 
           I                   I                   I                  V              Ior IV

We arrived at this point in October: we’d worked out  
the chord progression of Swing low, sweet chariot
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Swing low, sweet chariot 
Comin’ for to carry me home, 
Swing low, sweet chariot, 
Comin’ for to carry me home

I’m gonna sing, sing, sing, 
I’m gonna dance, dance, dance, 
I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna dance,  
Halleluh, 
When the gates are open wide,  
I’ll be standing by your side, 
I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna dance,  
Halleluh. 
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The well-known Three-chord Progression 
(Primary Chords) 

       I      I      I      V,     I     IV    I - V  I 
 Oh when the Saints  go marching in, 
Oh when the Saints go marching in, 
Oh Lord, I want to be in that Number, 
When the Saints go marching in. 
                   This train is bound for glory, this train, 

This train is bound for glory, this train, 
This train is bound for glory, 
Don't carry nothing but  
the righteous and the holy, 
This train is bound for glory, this train.



Christmas Carols needing only 
Primary Chords in C major 

Jingle bells -chorus  
Joy to the World  

Little Donkey 
Silent Night 

The first noel 
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Christmas Carols needing only  
Primary Chords in F major

Go, tell it on the mountain  

Good King Wenceslas 

I saw three ships 

Jingle Bells verse and chorus 

Mary’s boy child 

O little town of Bethlehem 

The holly and the ivy 



Transposing to F major
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These alternative piano-friendly positions 
for the primary chords are the same as  
the ones you are learning for legato 
chord playing (but you don’t have to  
play them legato!)



To learn to hear bass lines 
and recognise chord progressions 
Sing then play them, at first …
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        Happy Birthday  to  You, 

               I                  V 
                             Happy Birthday  to  You, 

V                 I 
 Happy Birthday Dear Someone, 

                                          I                  IV 
                             Happy Birthday  to  You. 

I           V7    I 

   

Happy Birthday (Primary Chords in F Major) 
(begin with a LH drumroll octave on the tune’s starting note, C) 



Auld Lang Syne (Primary Chords in F Major) 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, And never brought to min’? 
             I                          V                     I                         IV 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot, And days    o’ lang      syne? 
             I                          V                     IV            V          I 
    For auld      lang       syne, my dear,For auld      lang       syne, 
             I                          V                     I                         IV 
    We’ll tak’  a cup   o’ kindness yet, For auld        lang      syne. 
             I                         V                      IV            V          I
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