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The PTC ABRSM Teaching Diploma Course 
Section 2.2 QUICK STUDY  

 

 
QUICK STUDY  
 
The Quick Study is allocated 15% of the total marks and takes up to 10 minutes of the 60-minute 
exam 
 
A performance of a short piece of previously unseen music.  
In this section of the exam, you are required to perform a short piece of unaccompanied and 
previously unseen music of a standard similar to ABRSM Grade 6 repertoire. Before you perform the 
Quick Study, you will be given five minutes in which to look through the music and to try out any 
parts of it. During this time the examiners will not be assessing you. In total, the Quick Study lasts up 
to 10 minutes. 
 

DEADLINE for PTC Feedback: Your mock exam with coaching on Friday 9th April 2021 and 
further trial opportunities until the end of the course on Sunday 20th June 2021. 
 

Preparation Guidance for the Quick Study 
 
Consider the following: When looking at and sight reading a Grade 6 piece, can you: 

 

• Quickly assess the musical character, style and feel of a piece, and maintain the character, style 
and feel throughout sight reading? 

• Swiftly identify the tonality (major, minor, jazz, modal?) and any key changes, easily 
incorporating and remembering the key signature, - however many sharps or flats? 

• Set an appropriate pulse and stay with the pulse throughout, focusing on the left hand as you 
aim for the main beats of each bar?   

• Count all rhythms that might appear up to that level, swiftly and accurately - or reliably stay 
with the pulse, leaving out rhythms that are too intricate to process and play in the time 
available? 

• Immediately recognise the notes on every leger line, above and below both treble and bass 
clefs? 

• Spot and respond to changes of clef? Dynamics? Articulation?  
 

Which of the above areas do you need to work on? 
 
It is strongly recommended that you sight a piece EVERY DAY from now until your exam. It is 
important that you choose pieces at the right level of challenge and focus on your areas of 
difficulty. The “right” level is one where you have to focus fully, and finish with a sense of 
achievement.  

 
TIP:  
Before playing the music you are about to sight read, visualise playing it (hands separately, then 
together, if you like) – inwardly seeing, hearing and feeling the notes under your fingers. Sight 
reading is about speedy mental recognition and processing, and regular visualisation greatly helps 
speed up your recognition and processing. 
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Recommended Resources 
➢ Harris, P. Improve your Sight-reading series Grade 6-8 
➢ Any Grade 4-6 repertoire  
➢ Tanner, M. Know the Score 
➢ Also see https://gb.abrsm.org/en/exam-support/preparation-for-diplomas/ 
 

In the Exam 
 

Since the Quick Study tests have all been composed specifically for the diploma exams, they tend to 
be in a modern, approachable style, although some of the tests have been written in pastiche styles.  
The test will normally be laid out over two pages, and it is vital that you use the five minute’s 
preparation time well: It is a waste of time to play through the sections that don’t need preparation. 
Instead, spot the musical and technical challenges and spend your time mentally rehearsing and 
playing them. 
 

Try to avoid the common mistakes of either playing too slowly in order to get every note correct, or 
nervously hurrying and tripping over. Getting just the right tempo to allow the music to ‘speak’ is 
crucial. And finally, try to project the musical content and style in an expressive way, communicating 
the music with your best tone quality. 
 

Many candidates choose to perform the Quick Study after the Teaching Skills Viva Voce, but you are 
at liberty to perform it beforehand, if you prefer. You should inform the examiners of your preferred 
order at the start of the exam. Whichever you choose, make sure you are mentally adjusted: for 
example, if you have chosen to perform the Quick Study after the Teaching Skills Viva Voce, do not 
allow yourself to think about aspects of the Viva Voce discussion, such as ideas you omitted to 
mention or might have expressed differently.  

 
Marking Criteria 
 

The marking criteria below make clear what level of performance is expected for a pass or above in 
this test.  

➢ 12–15 Distinction: Excellent. An excellent performance, demonstrating artistry and full technical 
security. An instinctive approach. 
 

➢ 10–11 High pass: Very good. Well performed and idiomatic, with attention to all or most points of 
detail. An assured approach. 
 

➢ 8-9 Clear pass: Good. A good performance despite technical imperfections and some missing 
points of detail. Clear evidence of a systematic approach. 
 

➢ 6-7 Pass: Sufficiently competent to merit a pass despite some errors and missed points of detail. 
Few fundamental mis-readings. Evidence of a systematic approach. 
 

➢ 0-5 Fail: Did not meet the basic requirements of the test. Some fundamental errors and little or 
no attention to matters of detail. A flawed methodology and/or insufficient technique (including 
continuity). 
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