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PTC GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Through a pupil-centred and multisensory approach, teachers should endeavour to:-  
 

1. Place meaningful music-making at the heart of the lesson - more music than talk. 
2. Establish musical knowledge and understanding in theory and practice. 
3. Develop technical and pianistic skills, and effective practising strategies. 
4. Create a positive and professional atmosphere through good teacher facilitation.  

 

1. Placing meaningful music making at the heart of the lesson - more music than talk 
 

Pupils should be given the opportunity to:- 
 

➢ experience music through listening, appraising and responding to teacher demonstration, other 
live or recorded performances, and own playing. 

➢ express music with fluency, assurance and imagination, story-telling and picture-painting. 
➢ develop creativity, improvising and composing.    

 

2. Establishing musical knowledge and understanding in theory and practice 
 

Pupils should be guided to:- 
 

➢ build up musical knowledge and understanding through aural perception and practical activity.    
➢ understand and work with the musical elements of pulse, rhythm, pitch, melody, harmony, phrase, 

articulation, dynamics, tempo, texture and tone colour. 
➢ analyse and convey the structural elements: key, number of sections and how they relate to each 

other, main themes and their development, harmony in broad terms relating to the sections, 
climaxes, musical features and overall form.  

 

3. Developing technical and pianistic skills, and effective practising strategies 
 

Pupils should be given the opportunity to develop:- 
 

3a.   an understanding of the keyboard, aurally and visually.  
➢ physical ease through good posture, free and coordinated movement, wrist flexibility, forearm 

rotation, arm weight, independence of fingers and hands. 
➢ a sense of style and interpretation, using a range of tonal colour and appropriate pedalling. 
3b.  effective practising strategies, devised, agreed, noted down and followed up on with the teacher. 
 
 

4. Creating a positive and professional atmosphere through good teacher facilitation  
 

As appropriate for each individual, teachers should:- 
 

➢ organise a professionally welcoming, suitably equipped and hazard-free teaching room. 
➢ plan and teach well-structured lessons which include a variety of activities, playing with and 

without notation, by ear, improvising and from memory –singing, clapping, listening, looking, 
feeling, thinking, imagining. 

➢ inspire - demonstrating enthusiasm, musical skill and good subject knowledge. 
➢ involve, encourage and support pupils in making choices, asking questions & setting own targets. 
➢ diagnose difficulties, adjusting teaching in response to pupils’ needs, interests and behaviour -

breaking tasks down into achievable steps, giving enough time for pupils to work things through 
and consolidate. 

➢ evaluate learning outcomes, reflecting objectively on teacher effectiveness and identifying areas 
for both pupil and teacher development. 


