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Learning aim:  
To understand what Safeguarding is, what the 
policies that you abide by are, and what to do 
when faced with Safeguarding issues.



Promoting the welfare of children  
and protecting them from harm

What is safeguarding? 



We all are 
The Department of Education sets out policies, 
legislation and statutory guidance 
Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) are 
responsible for carrying out the policies locally. 
This involves many local bodies e.g. local 
authorities, health bodies, police etc. 

The Kirklees Safeguarding Children Board is one 
example of an LSCB

Who is responsible? 



Remove or secure hazards (plastic bags, electric cables) 
Make sure piano keys are clean, keyboard, stool and 
footstool are correct height; teach good technique: good 
posture and physical ease 
Have first aid items to hand (tissues, antiseptic wipes, 
plasters etc.) 
Find out about allergies, be aware of your home’s 
allergens (nuts, cats etc.) 
Have emergency service numbers to hand (999, 111, 
NHS Direct: 08454647) 
Have two emergency contact numbers for each pupils’ 
parents/carers. 
Inform parents asap of any accident or concern that 
arose during the lesson.        
                                                         And…

How can we provide a safe teaching environment?



There are four types (see the Kirklees Safeguarding Board handout): 
Physical 
Emotional 
Sexual 
Neglect 

Signs may be very subtle and go unnoticed –e.g. Victoria Climbie, 
2000. This tragedy could have been avoided if those who had observed 
little signs had spoken up, and cooperated in Victoria’s best interests. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder_of_Victoria_Climbi%C3%A9 
Don’t wait until it’s too late… talk to the relevant people and 
bodies, as appropriate:  

Parents or carers 
Their school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL)  
Social Services or the NSPCC 
Your Professional Body’s DSL

… we need to be able to recognise 
signs of abuse

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder_of_Victoria_Climbi%C3%A9


Department of Education 
Statutory Guidance: School discipline:  New Guidance for 
Teachers:  

“Schools should not have a ‘no touch’ policy. It is often necessary or 
desirable for a teacher to touch a child (e.g. dealing with accidents or 
teaching musical instruments).” Published by the government 11th July 
2011  

www.gov.uk/government/news/school-discipline-new-guidance-for-
teachers 

What about the use of touch in teaching?



Promote well being and protect pupils and students 

Protect teachers against malicious allegations 

Protect the Professional Body whose policy it is

 
Policies about the use of touch  
are designed to 



The Musicians Union 
Any physical contact with pupils can be potentially subject to 
misinterpretation or even malicious allegations. The best advice is to avoid 
touching your pupils and to develop strategies for teaching through 
demonstration and modelling www.musiciansunion.org.uk/Files/Guides/
Education/Toolkit/Child-protection-and-safeguarding 

ISM  
https://www.ism.org/advice-centre/child-protection-safeguarding 

EPTA UK 
https://www.epta-uk.org 

What do our Professional Bodies say?

http://www.musiciansunion.org.uk/Files/Guides/Education/Toolkit/Child-protection-and-safeguarding
http://www.musiciansunion.org.uk/Files/Guides/Education/Toolkit/Child-protection-and-safeguarding
http://www.musiciansunion.org.uk/Files/Guides/Education/Toolkit/Child-protection-and-safeguarding
https://www.ism.org/advice-centre/child-protection-safeguarding
https://www.epta-uk.org


“The term Physical contact is used to describe the use of touch for many 
purposes in numerous different contexts. This is a controversial and 
complex area.  

There have been instances where schools have had a no touch policy and 
totally forbade staff from touching children. This is actually against all 
statutory guidance and is not tenable.  

The Children Act 1989 makes it clear that the paramount consideration in 
any decision should be in the best interest of the child concerned…  
Staff should always think before making any physical contact. They should 
be clear about why their actions are in the best interest of the child 
concerned. They should remember that some children like physical contact 
and some do not… 
Our policy takes into account the extensive neurobiological research and 
studies relating to attachment theory and child development that identify 
safe touch as a positive contribution to brain development, mental health       
and the development of social skills.”

Out of interest: Torbay Virtual School’s Safe Touch Policy 
www.torbay.gov.uk/media/10536/safe-touch-policy.docx:  



➢ It’s your decision, together with your pupils and their parents. 
➢ You need to consider: 

Your pupils’ natural learning styles - Visual? Aural? Kinaesthetic?  

Any special needs e.g. Problems with mobility? Impaired vision? ADHD? 

Their psychological/emotional needs? –No touch? Occasional reassuring 
touch?  

Their cultural norms – What kind of physical contact is expected? What is 
considered rude? 

Your own pedagogic preference (-you may need to adjust this in line with 
pupils’ preferences, and the prevailing political climate). 

What is your policy?



Make sure your policy is agreed between yourself, your pupils and 
their parents, is in accord with your professional body (and source 
of insurance), written into your contract with parents, signed and 
dated. 

Have an open door policy/encourage parents to attend 

Have a window in the door (if possible) 

Be aware of how pupils are feeling -check before touching 

Video lessons 

Tell someone else (fellow teacher or parent) immediately if 
something untoward happened, or something happened that could 
be misinterpreted 

Keep records …

 
 

How can you avoid risk to yourself? 



As a general rule, have a book/document to keep 
records of  

Lessons, as a “register” for pupils’ whereabouts, 
and in case of payment dispute. 

Any injuries or incidents during lessons  

Something that looked or felt wrong (in or out of 
lessons e.g. inappropriate behaviour or signs of 
abuse). 

Pupils’ disclosures. 

Keeping Records



Keep calm, listen, don’t ask leading questions or 
suggest what might have happened  
Remember that you can’t promise confidentiality 
because that may not be in the child’s best 
interests, and it may be perverting the course of 
justice. 
You may need to explain that you may have to tell 
the right agencies/people who will know the best 
way to help 
Talk (as appropriate) to  

Parents or carers 
Their school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 
Social Services or the NSPCC 
Your Professional Body’s DSL

Especially in the case of a disclosure



What you saw or heard, or what happened: a clear 
description without judgement and conclusions 
The names of the people present, date, time and 
place 
What prompted the accident, action or disclosure 
Who else was around at the time (witnesses)? 
Records should be kept for seven years 

You need to record



PTC Lecture 
The Professional Portfolio: Running a Teaching Practice 

The NSPCC: www.nspcc.org.uk   
help@nspcc.org.uk - or helpline 0808 800 5000 

Blog: “To touch or not to touch?” www.lucinda-mackworth-young.co.uk/blog/to-touch-or-not-to-
touch-summary-of-the-debate-begun-on-3-july-2017 

Department of Education (responsible for children’s services and education) 
Statutory Guidance:  School discipline: New Guidance for Teachers: “Schools should not have a ‘no 
touch’ policy. It is often necessary or desirable for a teacher to touch a child (e.g. dealing with accidents 
or teaching musical instruments).” Published by the government 11th July 2011  
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education 
Safeguarding when teaching online 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-and-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

-Parental awareness, attention and agreement 

Recommended Resources

http://www.lucinda-mackworth-young.co.uk/blog/to-touch-or-not-to-touch-summary-of-the-debate-begun-on-3-july-2017
http://www.lucinda-mackworth-young.co.uk/blog/to-touch-or-not-to-touch-summary-of-the-debate-begun-on-3-july-2017
http://www.lucinda-mackworth-young.co.uk/blog/to-touch-or-not-to-touch-summary-of-the-debate-begun-on-3-july-2017
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/safeguarding-and-remote-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
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What are the main ideas and points  
that you are taking away?  

Visualise yourself putting them into practice. 


