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Finding a suitable partner to play duets with seems often the hardest hurdle to jump. 

Once you have overcome your natural shyness, asked AND found someone with whom 

you want to explore playing duets the scene is set. 

▪ Choose a piece you both like and which is of the right level of difficulty, bearing in 

mind that there will be the added challenge of ensemble. 

▪ Choose who will play top (primo) and bottom (secondo). Either player might use 

the pedal, but more often it will be the secondo player. 

▪ Use the same edition and number the bars if not already numbered. 

▪ Listen to a recording and then set about practising your part. Have a glance at the 

other part too and even try it out. Your partner will thank you for it! 

▪ Discuss and be aware of the overall style of the piece and try and match your tone 

and articulation to it. 

▪ As well as listening to your own part keep listening to the overall sound of the 

piece. The capital sin in duet playing is playing too loud and overpowering your 

partner. This can result in a continuous competition as to who can play louder! 

 

Things to look out for: 
 

▪ Careful with the pedal 

▪ Counting is more important than ever 

▪ You can easily get in each other’s way 

▪ Picking up the speed from your partner who may start before you 

▪ If you are the secondo player be careful you are not too loud, especially your right 

hand is not too loud 

▪ The overall volume of dynamics can be doubled – keep control of your loudness in 

the interest of the greater good. 

 

Bowing: 
 

▪ If you are playing in a performance then think about it, plan it, do it together, be 

smiling as well as slick! 

 

ENJOY! 


