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• Getting to grips with academic writing (while still loving playing the 
piano!)

• Recognising that writing can sometimes be stressful

• Pre-writing and Free-writing

• Messy drafts

• Understanding the benefits of a good outline

• Recognizing the common features of academic writing

• Feeling encouraged and even raring to go

To apply the Guiding Principles (GPs) throughout your work

What we will discuss today



The blank page:

A curse or - - -

An inviting 
canvas???

The very beginning

?



Get into small groups and discuss

A (B)rainstorm of emotions!



• Collect in a notebook anything interesting that attracts you to 
your topic 

• Find and read other sources of information or research 

Pre-writing

• Talk to other people with the 
same interest as you and keep 
notes of your conversation

• Gather ideas great and small  
like conkers in Autumn



• Write without looking at other peoples’ thoughts, freely, messily, chaotically

• Keep to a certain time limit – start with 10 minutes and advance to half an 
hour or so

• Try to write in whole sentences giving your own ideas ‘room’

Free-writing

• Think of regular piano practise and 
adopt this as your model for writing

• Don’t worry if your ideas seem 
fragile 

• Be ready to be surprised by yourself!



If the act of writing creates a ‘block’, try SPEAKING any initial idea to a friend. 
Try and find what it is that YOU feel passionate about.

Dare to follow freewriting with a 

A first draft

MESSY DRAFT



Create a rough outline 
and be willing to adapt it.

It WILL change as you write, stay flexible.

• It gives you a good route to order your 
thoughts and group ideas 

• It helps you to build your arguments

• It will help you to be clear and to the point 
and avoid ramblings and repetitions

Outline



Use headings and subtitles
This will help guide the reader through your work.

Regularly check  that the 4 GPs (Guiding Principles of 
the PTC) are referred to or are incorporated in the 
layout of your ideas and consult these frequently:

1-Pupil centred and multisensory

2-Establish musical knowledge in theory and 
practice

3-Develop technical and pianistic skills

4-Create a positive and professional atmosphere

Headings and subtitles



Don’t be afraid of several, may be 4-5 drafts:

Draft 1 – The rough draft

Draft 2 – Tidier and more coherent and bits from Draft 1 deleted or amended

Draft 3 - Incorporating views from someone else, quotes from good reading, cleaner                 
language             

Draft 4 – The final proof to send to your tutor

Then after last checking for typos, edits and minor errors the “LETTING GO”

Improving your draft

There is no such thing as good writing –
Just good re-writing!

• Re-writing is normal. 

• Don’t feel that by changing or even abandoning an 
original messy idea you abandon your whole idea or 
plan.

• If possible keep original drafts, labelled with date, to 
refer back to.



Your writing is not to entertain but to inform so your style should be fairly formal 
rather than chatty.

It is more complex than the spoken language. It has longer words, is more dense and 
has a more varied vocabulary.

It is  objective, using nouns rather than verbs and focussing on the topic rather than 
you and what you feel about the topic. 

It is accurate and this might mean you need to clearly check the meaning of a word.

It is responsible – you take responsibility for any claims that you make and should be 
willing to justify it.

It should grow to be well organised and planned even if it doesn’t start out that way.

Academic writing style

http://www.uefap.com/writing/feature/featfram.htm

http://www.uefap.com/writing/feature/featfram.htm


What to look for when searching for other sources in books and articles

OR
How to approach reading and how to ‘sharpen your own ideas and 
questions’ while you do!

• Who has written about your topic?

• What is the ‘current state’ of knowledge?

• Has thinking about your topic changed over the years?

• What are the different theories about the topic?

• What are key points of disagreement in existing literature?

• Are there any unanswered questions or untackled problems?

• Are there any pointers for the future?

Reading around your subject



You are never going to write a 
perfect piece of work

Do the best you can!



Ilga says
State one overall issue, then 
Mention your own experience 
And that of your pupil. 
Be specific, give references!


