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(Starts on G below middle C with thumb)  

High on a hill was a lonely goatherd, 
Lay ee odl lay ee odl lay hee hoo, 
Loud was the voice of the lonely 
goatherd, 
Lay ee odl lay ee odl-oo.

(Starts on G with 4th finger) 

London bridge is falling down, 
Falling down, falling down, 
London bridge is falling down, 
My fair lady.

(Starts on E with 3rd finger) 

Mary had a little lamb, 
Little lamb, little lamb, 
Mary had a little lamb, 
All the live-long day. 

The Chord Progression 
 I  I  V  I
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The Chord Progression   
 I  I  I  V 
V V V I

(Starts on E with 3rd finger) 

My old mans a dustman, 
He wears a dustman’s hat, 
He wears cor-blimey trousers, 
And he lives in a council flat.

(Starts on E with 3rd finger) 

One man went to mow, 
Went to mow a meadow, 
One man and his dog, 
Went to mow a meadow.

(Starts on C with thumb) 

Oh, I went down south for to see my Sal, 
Singing Polly Wolly Doodle all the day, 
Oh my Sal she am a spunky gal, 
Singing Polly Wolly Doodle all the day.

Chords V and V7 are usually interchangeable 
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Swing low, Sweet chariot,    Comin’ for to carry me home, 

Swing low, sweet chariot,     Comin’ for to carry me home. 

To work out the chord progression of a song

Sing or say the words in strict rhythm to find out where  
the strong beats are, and underline them:
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Swing low, Sweet chariot,    Comin’ for to carry me home, 

Swing low, sweet chariot,     Comin’ for to carry me home. 

To work out the chord progression of a song

Sing or say the words in strict rhythm to find out where  
the strong beats are, and underline them:
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Swing low, Sweet chariot,     Comin’ for to carry me home 
                                                                                             

Swing low, sweet chariot,       Comin’ for to carry me home 
                                                                                        

Then try out the chords while you sing the tune, and 
write in  
the chord symbols (one chord per underlined syllable):



(c) Lucinda Mackworth-Young 

  The Chord Progression 
    I    I    I    V 
                              I    IV  I-V I
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Swing low, Sweet chariot,     Comin’ for to carry me home 
           I                   I               I                                 V 

Swing low, sweet chariot,       Comin’ for to carry me home 
          I                 I                   I                  V                I 

    Or IV


