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SING then PLAY

Singing helps hearing.  
Hearing helps playing,  

especially playing by ear,  
or playing by heart
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SING then PLAY

1. Singing bass lines to help hear and 
understand chord progressions 

2. Learning chords in a logical order:  
Primary: I, V (V7), IV,  
Secondary: vi, ii 
Minor keys and modes 
Secondary dominants 
Transposing to other keys 

3. Learning chords in a relevant way:  
Accompanying songs 
Playing repeated chord progressions to improvise over. 
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Two-Chord Progression  
I   I   V   I 
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Mary had a little lamb,  
Little lamb, little lamb, 
Mary had a little lamb, 

Its fleece was white as snow 

London bridge is falling down, 
Falling down, falling down, 

London bridge is falling down, 
My fair lady.
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The “Chopsticks” Progression

I   I   I   V,  V  V  V  I

Oh! my old man's a dustman, 
He wears a dustman's hat,  

He wears cor blimey trousers, 
And he lives in a council flat. 

One man went to mow,  
Went to mow a 

meadow, 
One man and his dog 

Went to mow a 
meadow.
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Swing low, sweet chariot 

Comin’ for to carry me home, 

Swing low, sweet chariot, 

Comin’ for to carry me home

Oh when the Saints  go marching in                           
Oh when the Saints go marching in  

Oh Lord I want to be in that number  
When the Saints go marching in
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Three-Chord Progression (Primary Chords) 

       I      I      I      V,     I     IV    I - V  I 
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Happy Birthday (Primary Chords in F Major)  

   I    V    V    I,    I    IV    I - V  I 
           Happy Birthday to You 

Happy Birthday to You 
Happy Birthday Dear You 
Happy Birthday to You 
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NB Primary chords in F,  
now in the positions you 

learnt for Chordal Warm-ups 
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The Modes:  
(Easiest to understand and learn on the white notes)

• Ionian: White notes C-C (CDEFGABC) The Major 
• Dorian: White notes D-D (DEFGABCD) English sounding 
• Phrygian: White notes E-E (EFGABCDE) Spanish sounding 
• Lydian: White notes F-F (FGABCDEF) Spaced out 

sounding  
• Mixolydian: White notes G-G (GABCDEFG) Jazzy 
• Aeolian: White notes A-A (ABCDEFGA) The Natural Minor 
• Locrian: White notes B-B (BCDEFGAB)
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What shall we do with the drunken sailor?   

What shall we do with the drunken sailor? 

                                                                                 

   What shall we do with the drunken sailor,  Early in the morning? 

                 

THE DRUNKEN SAILOR 

Improvise, inspired by the song,  
using the same chord progression.  
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 i                                 i                   

      bVII                            bVII  

          

         
i                                 i                  bVII            I       
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GREENSLEEVES

Alas, my love, you do me wrong, To cast me off discourteously, 
             

For I have lov-ed you so long, Delighting in your company. 
                  

             i                       bVII                      bVI                    v 

             i                    bVII                 bVI         V             i 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Four-Chord Progressions (adding Secondary Chords)

     Blue Moon ------------,  
       You saw me standing alone, 
       Without a dream in my heart,  
       Without a love of my own. 
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 _ Santa baby,  
Just slip a sable under the tree,  
For me   _  I've been an awful good girl 
Santa baby, and hurry down the chimney tonight.

Heart and soul, I fell in love with you, 
Heart and soul, just like a fool would do, 
Madly,  - -  Because you held me tight,  
And stole a kiss in the night...  
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DANNY BOY continued again 
(THE LONDONDERRY AIR)

This is a lead sheet. Lead sheets show the melody, lyrics and chords to play.  
The chords are shown in letters, rather than Roman numerals, above the stave.  

A lower case “m” is used to describe minor chords.

Chords can either be played in the LH while the RH plays the 
tune,

or in both hands, perhaps broken, to accompany singing 



(c) Lucinda Mackworth-Young

Love me tender Elvis Presley 

Love me tender, love me sweet, 
Never let me go, 

You have made my life complete, 
And I love you so.
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(secondary  
dominant)

I   ii#37  V7   I 



Auld Lang Syne 
(begin with a LH drumroll octave on the tune’s starting note, C) 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,   And never brought to min’? 
              I                            V                         I                         IV 
Should auld acquaintance be forgot,   And days    o’ lang      syne? 
              I                            V                        IV            V          I 
     For auld      lang        syne, my dear, For auld      lang       syne, 
              I                           V                          I                         IV 
    We’ll tak’    a cup    o’ kindness yet, For auld        lang      syne. 
              I                           V                          IV            V          I
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