
 

PTC 2020-21: Video Advice  ©The PTC UK 

VIDEO ADVICE  

Teaching Videos 

You need to submit three videos of yourself teaching your chosen pupil. Each video needs to 

be 20-30 minutes long - and unedited.   

DEADLINES 

➢ Sunday 6th December 2020  

➢ Sunday 17th January 2021 

➢ Sunday 28th March 2021 

 

Technical Tips 

It is strongly advised that you practise video-ing before recording yourself. Both you and your 

pupil need to get used to being video-ed to learn to ignore it, and you may need to rearrange 

your teaching studio and become technically proficient with the equipment.  

 

➢ A video camera on a tripod will provide the most stable result. 
 

➢ Alternatives can include i-Pads or phones; however, all recording equipment should be 
securely fixed to a firm base, for example a music stand. 
 

➢ The camera should be close enough for all playing and speaking to be clearly audible. 
 

➢ If possible, set your device to record in a medium to low resolution -this may mean you don’t 
need to compress it afterwards. But try it out to check the quality of the recording before 
recording your pupil’s lesson. 

 
➢ Check the shot before the start of the lesson to make sure it shows the pupil’s face and 

fingers, your own face from your usual seat (it’s understood you may move around), and the 
keyboard. 

 
➢ A side angle is recommended with the pupil closest to the camera. 

 
➢ Avoid filming with a bright background, e.g. a window or bright light. Ideally the light should 

be behind the camera or overhead. 
 

➢ A professional and secure teaching environment should be evident in the video. For 
example, with the exception of parents, no-one else should be in the room. 

 
 

Once filming is complete, name and save your video on your device for safe keeping. You then 

need to compress your video (aiming to reduce its size to around 100-500MB), save it to MP4 

format, and upload it to a link that you will be provided with once you are ready.   
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We recommend “clipchamp” to compress your video and save it in MP4 format:  

https://util.clipchamp.com. You may be able to download clipchamp onto the device you used 

for filming, or it may be easier to download clipchamp onto your computer and work from 

there.  

 

If you need to transfer your video to your computer there are several ways of doing it 

depending on the device you used for filming:  

➢ If you are using a camera, film onto a memory card, and then plug the memory card into 
your computer either directly, or with a lead.  

➢ If you used an iphone and have an imac computer the transference is easy and automatic 
- or use “airdrop”.  

➢ Otherwise plug the device you used for filming into your laptop using a usb cable.  

Here is some helpful information and encouraging tips from past students: 

“I plugged the iPad into my laptop with the usb cable. Then from the file explorer on my laptop, opened the 

drive for the iPad. Then dragged the video file onto my desktop, it only took maybe 5-8 minutes to transfer it 

over and then I could save it and drag it onto clipchamp to compress it.” 

“I filmed on my ipad and the video saved automatically in .mov. I then plugged my ipad into my pc, and from 
“my computer” I located the .mov file, and copied it to the pc.  I then opened www.clipchamp.com on 
Google Chrome web browser, and using www.clipchamp, opened the .mov file and then saved it from 
clipchamp. There was no option to select the format or file size, but the new file appeared in MP4 format 
and was around 110MB in size, which is ten times smaller than the original .mov file.” 

“I used a camera with an SD card to make my video - unfortunately it only records for just under 25 minutes 

but I thought the quality was good. Once it’s finished you just connect the card to the computer using a 

special SD card to USB adapter. My biggest problem arose because I gave my husband the task of 

compressing it and we struggled until I discovered that he hadn’t been using the clipchamp address we’d 

been given, he’d been using “clip champ create” and so couldn’t find “clip champ compress.” 

“Compression took much longer than I had anticipated.  I started at 7pm and it hadn’t finished by midnight, 
so I went to bed but it hadn’t done much more the next day as my computer went to sleep.  So it started 
again at 8am, I went out at midday (and computer asleep again) and it started again around 6pm and 
finished by 10pm.  That means (computer sleep aside) it took around 12 hours to compress.  Fortunately, it 
didn’t forget what it was doing during my computer rest periods, so it just resumed.  And fortunately again, I 
had left myself plenty of time.  I think that would be my main advice – don’t leave it until the last 
minute!!!  You need to start compressing a couple of days before the deadline.”  

 “Instead of clipchamp I used “Winx HT Video Converter Deluxe” as my husband happened to have this 
programme on his PC. It is old, but it worked. I used this to convert the file to MP4 Format and then 
compressed it to a smaller size. I then used a memory stick to move the file back to my PC and dropped it 
into my Dropbox folder. 
 
“On my iMAC I opened up a browser window and typed www.clipchamp.com.  I signed up with my email 

address and was sent a “Magic Link”. From the magic link I was able to upload my video to compress it and 

then save it. My video was originally 2.98GB. It was compressed automatically to 346MB. I then uploaded it 

to the dropbox folder given, but had problems with this initially due to parental controls set up on my iMAC. 

However once these were sorted it was easy to upload to dropbox”. 
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