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MODULE B – Grade 6-8 PERFORMANCE ASSIGNMENT 
 
LEARNING OUTCOME: 

On completion of this assignment, students will be able to prepare for a musical performance through 

planned and productive practice strategies within a time scale. They will be able to produce programme 

notes for and analyse a Grade 6-8 piece, and they will be able to tackle performance anxiety through 

thorough preparation and trial performances. 

 
DEADLINES: 

➢ Choice of Grade 6-8 piece to be finalised in discussion with your tutor by Friday 9th April 

➢ Programme notes which inform listeners and help guide them through the music (200 words) and 

write up (a further 2,500 words) to be emailed to Rhiana on or before Sunday 13th June   

➢ Performance given (inclusive of a chordal warm-up), and two copies of your write up to be brought 

on Sunday 20th June 

➢ Post-performance reflection (750 words) to be emailed to Rhiana on or before Sunday 27th June   

 

Choose a short (maximum 3 minutes) Grade 6-8 piece new to you for a performance on Sunday 20th 

June.  Use your Practice Diary to help you plan and reflect on your performance preparation and write 

an account of it. After your performance, write a short reflection on your experience. See below.  

 

YOUR WRITTEN SUBMISSION should demonstrate that your aim is musical communication, and that 

you can identify and work at technical challenges to that end. It should be clearly related to course 

lectures and workshops and include: 

Programme notes of up to 200 words, written in the style suggested for performance diplomas: to 
engage and interest the audience in what they are about to hear, inclusive of background information, 
and a brief analysis with suggested musical interpretation, which guides the listener through the 
musical journey.  
It should be placed at the front of your written assignment. 

A further 2,500 word write up comprising: 

1. An introduction, explaining why you chose this piece, what your particular aims are, and outlining your 

previous performing experience. 

2. An analysis of your piece: marking up a copy of the piece itself, and also writing your analysis on a sheet 

of paper with reference to bar numbers. You should consider: keys, sections, thematic material and its 

development, harmony in broad terms including end of section cadences, main modulations, climaxes, 

particular musical features and overall form. 

Remember to relate your written analysis to your musical interpretation: What picture are you painting? 

Or is there a story line? For example: "The piece opens in B minor, with an introduction [bars 1-5] 

comprising a quiet, reflective right-hand melody played over gentle, left-hand broken chords (G, A and Bm). 

It is suggestive of a narrator bringing to mind the story he is just about to tell etc. etc. .” 
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3. A comparison of two recordings of your piece by other artists considering differences in 

interpretation as evidenced by tempo, tone colour, phrasing, articulation, dynamics, pedalling etc.    

 

4. A learning plan with a schedule for interim goals and trial performances.  

 

5. What you learned about the efficacy of your own practising from watching a 10 minute video 

clip of yourself practising. (The video is not submitted but your tutor may ask to see it). 

 

6. A reflection on your own learning from your practice sessions and trial performances, and an 

explanation of how you will apply your learning to help your pupils prepare for performances. 

Appendices, including a copy of the music with marked up analysis, and any further supplementary 

material e.g. technical exercises devised, practice plans and performance targets. 

After the Performance: You are required to write a Post-Performance reflection (750 words) reflecting 

on your performance, the extent to which you achieved your stated aims, and the efficacy of your 

preparation and practice. You should also identify relevant ideas and strategies to develop your future 

performing and your teaching. 

 

NB: Please refer to the Guidelines for Writing Assignments in your Handbook and complete the Front 
Page Assignment Submission form 
 
Feedback for this assignment together with your final PTC Results: The week of Monday 19th July 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


